JOBURG’S STREET (AND PUBLIC PLACES) NAMING POLICY

APPROVED DECEMBER 2001

Criteria For The Allocation Of Names To New 

And Existing Public Places And Townships

The following criteria, which are in line with the policy of the National Place Names Committee, are to be considered when approving the allocation of names:

1. There should be no duplication or near duplication of already approved names in the City of Joburg; Names of which the spelling or pronunciation is so close to existing names that it may result in confusion should be avoided;

2. The names of well Known places in other countries and names of countries should be avoided;

3. The names should not be too long or clumsy;

4. The name should not be offensive to any community or section of the community, blasphemous, indecent, offensive, vulgar or ugly;

5. The names should promote goodwill and reconciliation;

6. The names may be in any of the eleven official languages;

7. The names shall assist in building a sense of ownership and community;

8. The names shall be in keeping with the theme of the area;

9. The names should not be discriminatory or derogatory in terms of race, colour, religion, sex, political affiliation or other social factors;

10. Names of living persons should be avoided; unless in exceptional circumstances, with the approval of full Council;

11. No street shall be named after a practicing councillor or politician;

12. Names should not be used which could be regarded as an advertisement for a specific product, service or company;

13. The name is seen to increase the marketing potential and investment attractiveness of the area.

14. Names promote the character of the area.

Criteria For The Prioritising Of Existing Public Places And 

Townships To Be Renamed

The renaming of streets and public places should only be done where there is a need and in such a way as to curb unnecessary expenses. The following criteria in ranked order are to be used to assist in the prioritising of public places and townships to be renamed, in areas where there is an existing community:

(i) Where the existing name is considered offensive;

(ii) Where the existing name is meaningless or historically irrelevant;

(iii) Where the name change is desirable to promote the goodwill of people now living in the new South Africa;

(iv) Where the change in name will assist in building a sense of ownership and community and in redefining society;

(v) Where there is a strong degree of community participation and support;

(vi) Where a name change is needed into a language more relevant to the local community;

(vii) Where the name change is seen to increase the marketing potential and investment attractiveness of the area.

ANNEXURE B

NAMING AND RENAMING PROCEDURE  

It is imperative that the public be involved in the process of renaming existing places and townships.

The process to be followed in the renaming is the following:

(i) Any ideas, proposals, petitions or requests from any party must be submitted to the Office of the ED:Development Planning, Transportation and Environment (DPTE), to be registered. 

(ii) The ED’s office assesses the application to check compliance with the policy in terms of the set criteria . Should the application not be in order, the ED informs the applicant that the application cannot be processed and gives reason for the decision.

(iii) If the application is in order, the Office of the ED:Development Planning, Transportation and Environment informs the relevant responsible body to undertake the process and to implement the proposal.

(v) The ED:DPTE also circulates the application simultaneously to the GIS Unit for technical comment and input.

(iv)
The responsible body formally presents the proposal to relevant Ward Councillor for a recommendation of support from the Ward Committee. The responsible body must then advertise in the local press the intention to consider name changes to the existing public places, streets and townships in the jurisdiction of the City of Johannesburg. In the areas where such a facility does not exist, adverts must be placed in strategic locations e.g. schools, clinics and libraries

(vi) With regard to unnamed areas, the responsible body, in conjunction with the ward councillor facilitates the process of inviting proposals e.g., places an advert in the local newspaper inviting proposals from the community for new names

(vii) In terms of the advertisement, the responsible body must request the public to submit comments on proposed name change within 28 days. Possible alternative names are also requested from the public. The criteria for the prioritising of name changes, as listed in Annexure A are to be included in the advertisement as are the criteria for the allocation of names, as listed in Annexure A;

(viii) Once the views of the public have been obtained, the responsible body prepares a Mayoral Committee report detailing the proposal together with the recommendation, as well as all the comments received in view of the advertising and submits the report to the ED:DPTE. The report should also include the financial implications for the change of each of the proposals.

(ix) The ED:DPTE assesses the report and the recommendation and thereafter submits to the Mayoral Committee for approval

(x) Once the name is approved, the responsible body erects notices on the site and places advertisements once in the press for a period of one week reflecting adequate details of the change of name i.e. the date of implementation, the approved name and the date of the committee decision.

(xi) In the case of a new name for the public places, street and /or township, the ED:DPTE makes representation to the relevant authority for the renaming of any national or provincial public place, or street which, in the opinion of the City of Johannesburg, requires renaming. The process to be followed thereafter, and ultimately, the decision will however, be the responsibility of that authority. 

(xii) The ED: DPTE also notifies other external stakeholders for example the Gauteng Geographical Names Committee, Surveyor General and Postmaster General, of the renaming of a public place in terms of Section 69(1)(a) of the Local Government Ordinance, 1939. 

The Post Office, Telkom, The South African Police Service and Emergency Services, the Johannesburg Roads Agency and GIS Unit must also be notified of any change or variation in the name of any street. Any such notification is to be accompanied by a Committee Resolution. 

(xiii) Once the approval is obtained to change a name the relevant implementing body should advise the relevant Utilities, Agencies and departments, such as GIS Unit and Johannesburg Roads Agency, to implement the changes. The budget should make provision for capital funds as well as operating funds to implement the proposals as per responsible department.

TOWN PLANNING PROCEDURE FOR NAMING OF TOWNSHIPS, STREETS AND PUBLIC PLACES
It is imperative that the public have the opportunity to comment on, or object to, proposed names for new public places and townships. It is therefore recommended that the following process be followed:

(i) All proposed names are to be included in the formal application i.e. township application;

(ii) The public is to have an opportunity to comment on, or object to, the proposed names at the time the application is advertised in terms of the relevant legislation;

(iii) Where a street traverses the boundaries of more than one region, all Regional Directors specifically affected for the specific Regions will have to be consulted and proposals evaluated by all. Advertising must include these affected regions as well;

(iv) Renaming of sections or partial areas of streets should not be considered;

(v) Comments on the proposed names be included in all reports dealing with township applications and the subdivision of land, which are submitted to the relevant committee for approval;

(vi) With respect to the allocation of names to townships, the National Place Names Committee, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Department of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology, is an advisory body to the Minister on township names. The proposed new name and written comments received must be forwarded to the National Place Names Committee for comments.

(vii) The name of a township or suburb is registered with the Surveyor General and the Registrar of Deeds when the general plan of the township is approved in the process of township establishment. In addition to other comments received, the proposed name or change in name must be submitted to the Surveyor-General for comments, which must be submitted to the National Place Names Committee.

