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PROFILE

MMC for Infrastructure and Services
Councillor Roslynn Greeff

Roslynn Greeff was born in Krugersdorp to the west
of Johannesburg in 1965. She attended school at
St Ursula's Convent and later matriculated at
Krugersdorp High School. As a young dramatic art
student in Pretoria, she became active in politics in the
1980s and this resulted in her joining in the activities
of the End Conscription Campaign, which encou-
raged defiance against serving in the army which

propped up the apartheid government.

She was a founding member of the Roodepoort ANC branch in 1994 and was
elected secretary of the sub-substructure which operated in Roodepoort and the
nearby Dobsonville in 1999. In 2002, she was elected secretary of ANC Zone 
5 structures and is currently an ANC Rolihlahla branch member. She has held a
number of positions, as secretary and chairperson, over the past years.

In the 1990s, she undertook internship studies in Local Government at the
London Borough of Camden in the United Kingdom. Among other things, she
learnt about infrastructure development and services, unicities and
transformation. In 2002, she studied Human Resources Management and
Development at Technikon South Africa, Communication at the Rand Afrikaans
University (RAU) and Local Government at University of Pretoria.

Greeff was elected executive member of the Western Metropolitan Local Council
(WMLC) in 1994 and was the only woman serving at this executive level until
2000. She also chaired the Housing and later, the Human Resources Development
and Corporate Services Portfolio Committees.

In 1999, she was assigned to the Committee of 15 which was driving the overall
transformation strategy of the Council. The Committee's main task was to turn
around the financial crisis of the time. Her responsibility was to negotiate with the
staff and the labour movement to facilitate redeployment of personnel to the
various new components of the City.

In 2000, she was appointed deputy chairperson of the Development and
Planning, Transport and Environment Committee in the City of Johannesburg. She
was also chairperson of the Cosmo City Project which established a completely
integrated residential area Ð a first of its kind in South Africa.

Her community work in Region 5 of the City of Johannesburg includes serving in
the Roodepoort Pro-Musica Theatre Board from 1994 until 2002. She has also
been involved in Roodepoort Child and Family Welfare and the Sparrow Rainbow
Village for HIV and AIDS-positive people in various official capacities in the past
six years.
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PROFILE

MMC for Development Planning and Urban Management
Councillor Ruby Mathang

The new MMC for Development Planning and Urban
Management, Ruby Mathang, is doing his honours
degree in Town Planning at the University of the
Witwatersrand and served in local government
structures for more than a decade.

Born in Orlando East, Soweto in 1959 he started his
political activities as a student representative at
Selelekela Senior Secondary during the Soweto

uprising of 1976.

From 1983-1985 he was a Chemical Industrial Workers Union (CIWU) shop
steward at Cerachem (Pty) Limited in Johannesburg. He served as chairperson of
the Molapo branch of the South African Youth Congress from 1984-1986. During
this period, he was active in the various campaigns of the United Democratic
Front (UDF). He also chaired the Molapo branch of the South African National
Civic Organisation (SANCO) and later the Orlando East branch from 1987-1990
when he moved to that area.

In 1994, he joined the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) as a board
member and was later elevated to chairperson. From 1997, he became a national
executive committee member of the sub-region covering South Africa, Botswana,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Following the 1994 national democratic elections, Mathang became a councillor
and chaired the Planning Portfolio of the Northern Metropolitan Local Council
(NMLC) from 1995-2000. He also had a stint as chairperson of the Planning
Tribunal in 2001.

He was ANC Orlando East chairperson in Soweto from 1990-1996, deputy
chairperson from 2001 up to date, Zonal secretary from 1997-2000, and Regional
Executive Committee member from 2001-2003. Mathang has also served in the
South African National Civic Organisation (SANCO) leadership since 1994.

A Region 10 resident, Mathang is married to Mpho and they have three children.
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PROFILE

MMC for Community Development
Councillor Nandi Mayathula-Khoza

Nandi Mayathula-Khoza was appointed MMC for
Community Development following a distinguished
tenure as Speaker of the City of Johannesburg.

Her history of political involvement spans almost three
decades from the period when she was a student in
exile in Swaziland between 1977 and 1987.

She returned to South Africa in 1987 and participated
in the structures for People's Power. She joined the Senoane Civic Association
where she was part of the formation of the Block Committees, Street Committees
and UDF. In 1990, she became the first secretary of the ANC Senoane branch.
During this period, she worked closely with the ANC Youth League and in 1992
she was elected on to the Executive Committee of the ANC Soweto 
sub-region structure. In 1993, she became the deputy secretary and in 1994 the
secretary of the same structure.

Following the 1994 elections, Mayathula-Khoza was deployed to the regional ANC
structure where she was amongst the first people in the region to contribute
towards formulation of the Local Government Policy. In this period, she served as
chairperson of the following committees: Sports, Arts and Culture, Local
Government, Social Transformation, and the Disciplinary Committees. She is a
member of the ANC Women's League Provincial Executive Committee serving in the
Governance Committee and she is an active member of the ANC Mzala branch.

Mayathula-Khoza was deployed as an ANC Councillor between 1994 and 1995
and in 1997 as the Southern Metro Council Mayor. From December 2000 until
the elections in March 2006, she served as the Speaker of the City of
Johannesburg.

She sits on the Rand Water Board representing SALGA and she is also an honorary
board member of Valued Citizens, an organisation that is educating students
about being responsible citizens in their communities.

Mayathula-Khoza holds a BSc degree from Kwaluseni Swaziland University, a B.
Education degree and a certificate on Development Management from Wits
University. She has completed theory on the Masters degree on Management
from the same university and intends to complete her dissertation in due course.
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PROFILE

MMC for Health 
Councillor Matshidiso (Tshidi) Mfikoe

Born in 1972 in Alexandra, MfikoeÕs involvement in
politics started in the late 1990s as a student activist
at Progress High School in Pimville, Soweto. She
participated in the student youth movements and was
a member of the Soweto Student Congress (SOSCO)
and Soweto Youth Congress (SOYCO). She
matriculated in 1991 and joined the ANC structures.

Following South Africa's political transformation, she
served in various leadership positions in the ANC Youth League Ð at branch and
regional levels and currently also on the Regional Executive Committee. She is also
a member of the ANC Women's League and previously played an active role in
the South African National Civic Organisation (SANCO).

Mfikoe holds a TeacherÕs Diploma from Soweto College of Education and is
currently studying for a post-graduate diploma in Public Administration at a
private university.

She is a single parent with one child and resides in Ward 22 at Region 10 (Soweto).
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PROFILE

MMC for Transport
Councillor Rehana Moosajee

Rehana Moosajee was born in Ophirton in 1969 and
grew up in Lenasia. A teacher by training, she
graduated with a BA Education degree at Wits
University and has been involved in leadership
development and education in general. She lives in
Crosby.

She is a well-known figure in the Brixton and Mayfair
area where she has been active in the Community

Police Forum (CPF), school governing body and teacher labour union, the South
African Democratic TeacherÕs Union (SADTU).

Moosajee has worked intensively with the community where she lives as the
Editor of a community newspaper, ÒThe Times of MayfairÓ, and also presenting
on a community radio station, ÒThe VoiceÓ. She also participates in the Women
of Spirit Programme that promotes a working relationship among women across
religious grounds.

She is a board member of the ÒLiving Values EducationÓ Programme, endorsed
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).
She also serves on the board of the Muslim AIDS Programme (MAP). Her
international experience includes being a guest at the Academy for a better
World, a Spiritual University at Rajasthan in North West India.

She is married into a politically active family with her uncle-in-law representing the
ANC for many years in the United Kingdom and at the movement's headquarters
in Lusaka, Zambia. Her husband served on the ANC Lenasia branch executive for
many years and is currently the chairperson of the Helen Joseph branch. Her
brother-in-law also represented the ANC in China, immediately after its
unbanning.

Moosajee became an ANC PR Councillor in December 2000. She served on the
Health Portfolio Committee, Disciplinary Committee and multi-party Women's
Steering Committee. She also initiated community projects in the greater Brixton
area.

She is an ANC regional executive member in Johannesburg. She is married to
Salim and they have two children.
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Prema Naidoo was born in Johannesburg in 1945 to a
family with a strong history of political activism. At the
age of 14, he was arrested for distributing pamphlets.
Prior to the 1994 democratic elections, he was vice-
president of the Transvaal Indian Congress (TIC) and
an activist of the United Democratic Front (UDF).

He was also a factory worker and member of the
General and Allied Workers Union (GAWU) and in the

underground operations of the South African Communist Party (SACP). In 1982,
he was detained under Section 6 of the Terrorism Act. This law allowed the
apartheid government to keep people in solitary confinement as long as they
wished. His arrest was linked to assisting political prisoners to escape custody
from the maximum security prison in Pretoria. He was later charged, found guilty
and sentenced to a year's imprisonment.

In 1994, he served in the South Western Metropolitan Substructure (SWMSS)
which administered areas like Lenasia, Eldorado Park and Ennerdale. 
The following year, he was elected as a Councillor in the Southern Metropolitan
Local Council responsible for the administration of Soweto, Eldorado Park,
Ennerdale and Orange Farm. He chaired the Executive Committee of the structure
until 2000.

Naidoo was then appointed Member of the Mayoral Committee (MMC) for the
Health portfolio and held this position until his deployment to the Environment
portfolio. During this period, he also represented the City on the Wits University
Council.

He is an executive committee member of the ANC Lenasia branch in the City's
Region 11, which won the Sol Plaatje trophy as the Best Branch countrywide.
Naidoo is married to Kamala and is father of two adult children.

PROFILE

MMC for Environment 
Councillor Prema Naidoo
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Thomas Phakathi has a long and distinguished record
of service in local government structures, including
services as MMC for Municipal Administration
between 2000 and 2004.

Born in Tembisa in 1961, he became active in politics
from an early age. At high school his principal role was
to organise student resistance against apartheid
during the State of Emergency and the later period

between 1986-1987 after popular community structures were banned.

He served in the ANC local underground structures, which attracted the attention
of the security police who detained him without trial for six months in 1984. The
following year he became acting president of the Tembisa Youth Congress. He
was also elected as an executive member of a regional structure, the Southern
Transvaal Youth Congress (STYCO) from 1986 to 1987.

During 1986, he was also a co-founder of the United Democratic Front (UDF)
Tembisa branch and the Tembisa Residents Association which later became a
branch of the South African Civics Organisation (SANCO). From 1996Ð1999, he
was the ANC Ivory Park branch chairperson and chaired the Greater Midrand sub-
region in 1998-1999.

In 1987, the youth nominated him to serve in the National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) during the union's national strike. His union activities increased when he
joined a Midrand engineering company in 1995, when he became an office
bearer in NUM.

As MMC in charge of Municipal Administration he represented Johannesburg in
the South African Local Government Association's (SALGA) structures, including
Human Resources and Labour Relations. This later expanded his involvement to
Project Consolidate, an initiative of the Department of Provincial and Local
Government aimed at capacitating municipalities and accelerating service delivery
countrywide. He is also a board member of the South African Cities Network
which promotes shared learnership between different spheres of government to
support the governance of cities.

PROFILE

MMC for Safety
Councillor Thomas Phakathi
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Strike Ralegoma was appointed MMC for Housing in
Johannesburg in 2003 and has retained this portfolio
in the new Mayoral Committee.

Born in Alexandra in 1958, he has a long history of
political involvement spanning almost three decades
since he joined the Soweto Youth Congress in the
1980s. He was active in the Soweto Youth Congress
Executive Committee and served in the 

ANC underground responsible for setting up youth structures and 
street committees.

He played a pioneering role as a full-time organiser for the Soweto Civic
Association responsible for maintaining rent boycotts and later became the co-
ordinator of the United Democratic Front (UDF) Area Committee.

His underground political involvement led to his detention in 1986 and he was
released in the same year. The following year, he was detained without trial for
two years.

In 1990, he served in the Interim Committee of the ANC Meadowlands and in
1991 he became the Chairperson of the ANC Meadowlands branch. He also
worked for Urban Research Services. In 1991, he became an organiser for the ANC
Provincial Office and in 1995 he became a full-time National Organiser at the ANC
Head Office.

After the 1994 transition, he served in the ANC regional and provincial structures
and was elected to the Executive Committee of those structures. He was the
Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the Western Metropolitan Local
Council between 1995 and 2000. He also served in the Committee of 10, which
looked into the financial crisis facing the City. This became the Committee of 15,
which looked into transformation issues including the financial crisis. It
subsequently became the Transformation Lekgotla through the iGoli 2002
Programme. He is a member of the ANC's Regional Executive Committee and
Regional Working Committee.

Since December 2000, he was appointed as Member of the Mayoral Committee,
initially responsible for Public Safety and, since 2003, for Housing.

He is married to Francinah Ralegoma and they have two children. He lives in 
Ward 43, Region 10, Soweto.

PROFILE

MMC for Housing
Councillor Strike Ralegoma
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Parks Tau has been a leading member of the
Johannesburg management team since the first
democratic local government elections in 2000.

Born in Soweto in 1970, he became active in politics
at an early age. He was elected president of the
Soweto Youth Congress and later served on the
Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging (PWV) region of
the newly launched ANC Youth League in 1990. In

1994, he was elected Regional Secretary of the ANC Johannesburg region and is
currently Regional Deputy Chairperson.

His post-1994 political involvement under the new democratic government 
includes serving in the Southern Metropolitan Local Council and the Transformation
Lekgotla.

In December 2000, he was appointed a Member of the Mayoral Committee
holding the following portfolios: Development Planning, Transportation and the
Environment between 2000-2003 and Finance and Economic Development from
2003 to date.

He holds a Policy Development and Development Facilitation and Management
Diploma from Wits University and is currently studying for a post-graduate
diploma in Public Management at Regenesys School of Public Administration.

Tau is married to Pilisiwe and they have four dependants. He resides in 
Ward 54 in Region 9.

PROFILE

MMC for Finance and Economic Development 
Councillor Parks Tau
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Christine Walters has a long history of political
involvement, spanning almost four decades. She has
been involved in the struggle for democracy and in
community work from the tender age of 14, after her
family was forcefully removed from the suburbs to the
Cape Flats.

From 1967 to 1975, she worked in the clothing
industry where she taught workers basic rights. She

was dismissed twice for trying to establish workersÕ committees. She joined the
Young Christians Workers Movement and embarked on a study group
programme, a programme of action on educating office, factory and domestic
workers on challenging their then status quo.

From 1975 to 1977, she was an executive member of the Student Representative
Council and held the joint portfolio on Students Social and Recreation Committee
at the University of Oxford. From 1977 to 1979, she was a Director of the only
Community Arts Centre for Black Artists in Cape Town.

Walters relocated to Johannesburg in 1987 where she was harassed and reported
to John Vorster Square for living illegally in the inner city. During that time she
started a ÒBuddy SystemÓ, where she worked with activists against caretakers and
landlords to accommodate people relocating from Cape Town to Johannesburg.

She worked for a financial institution from 1980 to 1995. She was a shop steward
and elected vice-president and member of the Management Committee of
Financial Sector Union. With the unbanning of the ANC in 1991 she officially
became a member of the Hillbrow/Berea branch. In April 1995, the Financial
Sector Union was officially affiliated to COSATU.

Following the 1994 transition, she was elected to serve in the pre-interim phase
of Local Government in 1994 by the ANC. From 1994 to 1995, 
she served as Executive Member and Chairperson of the Finance Committee for
the North Eastern sub-structure and she was also the ANC Caucus 
Chief Whip.

After the 1995 democratic local government elections, she served as Executive
member in the Eastern Metropolitan Local Council and Chairperson of the
Finance Committee with a budget of R1,5 billion. She also served in the
Committees of 10 and 15 and the Transformation Lekgotla (iGoli 2002) that
prepared the way for a united and democratic City of Johannesburg.

In December 2000, she was appointed as Member of the Mayoral Committee, for
Community Development. 

Walters also served as Chairperson for the 2010 Mayoral Sub-Committee; as a
member of the Infrastructure Committee and played an important 
role as a member of the committee responsible for the CityÕs Human Development
Strategy. She now takes up the portfolio of Corporate and Shared Services and
has also been appointed as the Leader of Executive Business.

PROFILE

MMC for Corporate Services and Administration
Councillor Christine Walters


