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Amos Nkosiyakhe Masondo was born in 1953 in Louwsburg, Northern Natal and
grew up in Soweto. 

Masondo has a long history of political involvement spanning almost three
decades since he joined the South African Student Movement (SASM) in 1972.
SASM was a political student organisation that primarily focused on mobilising
the youth in senior secondary and high school.

He joined the political underground structures in Soweto in 1974. This led to his
imprisonment on Robben Island in 1975 until 1981. On his release, 
he joined the Soweto Civic Association (SCA), one of the key civic organisations
for the past three decades in South Africa, in which Masondo also played a
pioneering role. The SCA was later the foundation of the civic movement which
played a significant role in negotiating the new local government dispensation.
During the same period he also participated in the Committee of Ten where he
served alongside many senior activists, including Dr Motlana, Tom Manthata,
Popo Molefe and many other leading figures. 

He became a member of the General and Allied WorkerÕs Union (GAWU) in 1981
in which he served in various capacities, including as a full-time organiser from
1983 to 1985 as well as Acting General Secretary in 1985. GAWU represented a
progressive strand in unionism that sought to ensure greater worker involvement
in community and political issues.

In 1983 he was a founder member of the United Democratic Front (UDF), 
a non-racial and an all-inclusive anti-apartheid extra-parliamentary front
comprising of various political, social and religious formations nationwide. His
contemporaries in the UDF have since become government ministers, prominent
business personalities and religious leaders.

Masondo was detained in June 1985 to March 1986 and again from July 1986 to
1989 under the State of Emergency, which made any political activity by liberation
movements illegal. 
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On his release he became Witwatersrand Regional Secretary of COSATU, the
biggest ever labour federation in South Africa, from 1990 to 1993. 

MasondoÕs post-1994 political involvement under the new South African
dispensation includes the following: He served in the ANC provincial structure
since its inception in 1990. He became elections Co-ordinator of the PWV region
(which was later transformed to the provincial structure) of the recently unbanned
ANC, from 1993 to 1994. Subsequently, he was elected to the provincial
executive committee until 1997. He became part of the ANC leadership when he
was elected on to its National Executive Committee in 1997. He headed the ANCÕs
National Elections Committee for the 1999 Elections. 

Meanwhile, Masondo served in the Gauteng Provincial Legislature as MEC for
Health from 1994 until the end of June 1998.

Until his appointment as Executive Mayor for the City of Johannesburg in
December 2000, Masondo served as a political advisor to the Premier of Gauteng,
Mbhazima Shilowa.

He was appointed as the Chairperson of SALGA in September 2004 and is
currently serving in this position. 

He also served as the President of ICLEI (International Council for 
Local Environmental International Initiatives Ð Local Governments for
Sustainability) from 2003 to February 2006.

He completed his Political Studies at RAU University in 2003.

Masondo is married to Regina (Khosi) and they have three children.


