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The Chief Whip of the Council, Bafana Sithole has
served in this position since 2000. He has a long
history of political involvement spanning almost three
decades since he joined the ANC. He spent more than
a decade in prison on Robben Island for political
activities.

After his release from prison in 1990, he joined the
trade union movement first as Deputy Secretary

General of the South African Railways and Harbour WorkersÕ Union (SARHWU)
and subsequently, as its National Education Secretary.

After the first democratic elections in 1994, Sithole was appointed as the Political
Advisor to the then Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the Northern
Metropolitan Local Council, Pule Buthelezi. He later moved to the Metro Centre
to again become Political Advisor to Pule Buthelezi who was then Chairperson of
the Transformation Lekgotla.

During this period, Sithole served as Deputy Regional Secretary of the ANC region.
He continues to play a critical role in strengthening the ANCÕs political work at
community level. He is an ex officio member of the Randburg branch Executive
Committee and also a facilitator at the ANCÕs Greater Johannesburg Regional
Political School where they teach political education that includes political and
socio-economic issues.

At Johannesburg Council level, the Chief Whip chairs the Disciplinary Committees
and serves as a member of the Rules Committee. Sithole is married to Violet and
they have four dependants. He resides in Ward 102 in Region 5.
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